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Notice to club delegates 

October 27, 2017 

This is the ninth year for Curling Week in Northern Ontario, presented by Bearskin 

Airlines.  The dates this year are November 18-26, 2017. 

Your help is needed to initiate interest and encourage participation in your local curling 

club.  Attached is a simple outline of information and suggestions from NOCA.  This year 

we will be holding a Closest to the Pin contest in three age categories – under 12 years of 

age, 12 to 17 years of age, and 18 years and over - each with 3 prizes available to be won 

for those Closest to the Pin. In addition, all finalists for the adult category will have 

their name entered in for the Grand Prize draw of two (2) tickets anywhere Bearskin 

Airlines flies.  You may run the contest in conjunction with leagues or hold a special 

Closest to the Pin contest.  The Official Rules for the contest are included in this Curling 

Week information package.  

Please discuss curling week with your “events” coordinator or curling committee as soon 

as possible. This year we are encouraging clubs to introduce “bring-a-friend” night during 

regular league play.  Most leagues are under way by November 19th and so bring-a-friend 

night is designed to get new people into your curling facility while there are curling games 

in progress.  A pamphlet “Discover Curling” with basic information about the game is 

included in the Curling Week package and can be given to new persons as an outline of the 

game and basic rules.   

Bring-a-friend:  show up a little early for your league in order to show the new person 

around the facility and introduce them to staff and other members.    Ideally, have 

someone who curls assist by explaining the game as it happens, as well as helping to read 

the scoreboard.  After 2 or 3 ends (or when the friend feels ready), have the friend 

come to the ice to try curling for an end.  If they have never been on the ice before it is 

probably a good idea for them to use a stick for delivery.  This will enable them to deliver 

a stone with more ease and accuracy (they can learn a slide delivery later if they are so 

inclined).  Have info on lessons at your facility available for the new people.  End the 

night as usual with social time and a beverage with the opposition.   

Be creative and have fun!  Let’s show everyone why curling is the greatest game on ice! 

More info:   www.curlnoca.ca      

 

Please complete the form below and return it to the NOCA office via email 

leslie.kerr@curlnoca.ca or fax to 1-888-622-8884 by Friday, November 3, 2017 

http://www.curlnoca.ca/
mailto:leslie.kerr@curlnoca.ca
http://www.facebook.com/curlnoca
http://twitter.com/#!/curlnoca
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Your invitation to participate in 

Curling Week in Northern Ontario 

Presented by Bearskin Airlines 

November 18 – 26, 2017 

➢  9th Annual event 

➢ Presented by Bearskin Airlines 

➢ Celebration across Northern Ontario 

▪ To raise awareness of the benefits of curling 

▪ To create interest for participation in the sport 

▪ To learn/review curling’s proud history in our province 

➢ During Curling Week participating curling clubs may 

▪ Host community events to celebrate and showcase curling 

▪ Hold open houses and/or beginner’s clinics 

▪ Run a fun spiel or a challenge event  

▪ Host contests – Hot Shots, Closest to the Pin, “Grudge” games or shoot-outs between 

local “celebrities” 

▪ Visit local schools or invite classes to visit the club and try curling 

▪ Encourage municipal council to proclaim “Curling Week” in their town or city and invite 

them to the club 

▪ Offer special promotions i.e. “bring a friend day/night” to get new people into your 

facility while games are in progress and introduce them to the sport 

▪ Encourage members to visit the NOCA website at www.curlnoca.ca to enter the on-line 

draw for great prizes 
 

NOCA will provide 
➢ Posters and other related information to clubs 

➢ Curling Week Contests including Closest to the Pin contest for three age categories plus 

the chance to win great prizes like two flights courtesy of Bearskin Airlines, a Tim 

Hortons Roar of the Rings weekend ticket and Best Western gift card, tickets to the 

World Women’s Curling Championships. Goldline Gift Cards, Team Jacobs, Team Fleury, & 

Team McCarville swag. 

➢ A Curling Week calendar of events on the NOCA website at www.curlnoca.ca 

➢ Support as needed – simply contact the office at leslie.kerr@curlnoca.ca 

➢ Check us out at: 

                         www.curlnoca.ca/ 

http://www.curlnoca.ca/
mailto:lesliekerr@curlnoca.ca
mailto:lesliekerr@curlnoca.ca
http://www.curlnoca.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/curlnoca
http://twitter.com/#!/curlnoca
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Intention to Participate 
 

NAME OF CLUB:  
 

Club Delegate:  
 

Will your club participate in the Curling Week Closest to the Pin contest?   

Will your club participate with one or more other events?    
 

Curling Week Coordinator at your club 
 

 Name:   
 

 Phone number:  
 

 Email address:  
 

What event(s) will be held at your curling club during Curling Week?  This 

information is needed so that NOCA is able to make an “Events in Curling Week” 

calendar to be posted on the website. Please include dates where applicable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Return via email leslie.kerr@curlnoca.ca or fax to 1-888-622-8884 

by Friday, November 3, 2017. 

mailto:leslie.kerr@curlnoca.ca
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Curling Week in Northern Ontario Closest to the Pin Contest 

www.curlnoca.ca 

All NOCA affiliated clubs are eligible to participate during Curling Week. 
 

 
 

Format:  
During Curling Week, clubs will have participants attempt to draw closest to the pin. Clubs may 

use this as a fundraiser by having people pay a fee for each attempt to draw to the pin. Clubs 

may have participants draw after league play or may hold a separate draw contest night.  Each 

participant’s distance is to be recorded on the form provided by NOCA.   

This year there are 3 age categories for the contest each with prizes: 

• Participants under the age of 12 years (born 2006 or later) 

• Participants ages 12 to 17 years (born between 2000 & 2005) 

• Participants 18 years of age and over (born 1999 or before).   

The person closest to the pin in each age group will be declared the club finalist. Submit the 

finalist information page to the NOCA office – the club finalist in each age group with the 

distance Closest to the Pin will be declared NOCA champion 2017.  The list of great prizes to be 

won in each of the three age categories is attached. 

Rules: 
• No sweeping is allowed. 

• No practice draws are allowed. 

• A person may hold a target broom in the house. 

The finalist(s) from each club must be registered via email or fax with the NOCA Executive 

Director by midnight Sunday November 26th.   Information required will be name, address, age, 

distance recorded, signatures of contestant, the club President or his/her designate, and 

another assigned signatory. 

If two or more finalists are tied with their distance to the pin, their names will be put into a 

hat for a draw for first / second / third place.   

All the names of the adult finalists (18 years and over) will be entered for the grand prize draw 

of the two (2) tickets for anywhere Bearskin Airlines flies. 

For more information, contact the NOCA office:  807-597-2875 or leslie.kerr@curlnoca.ca    

http://www.curlnoca.ca/
file:///C:/Users/lesli/Dropbox/NOCA%20Files/Curling%20Week/2017/leslie.kerr@curlnoca.ca
http://www.facebook.com/curlnoca
http://twitter.com/#!/curlnoca
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Closest to the Pin Contest Prizes: 
 

Under 12 years of age 

1st –  autographed Team Jacobs broom 

2nd – $50 Goldline Gift Card 

3rd - $25 Goldline Gift Card 

 

 

12 – 17 years of age 

1st – autographed Team McCarville Jersey 

2nd – autographed Team Fleury broom 

3rd - $25 Goldline Gift Card 

 

 

18 years of age and over 

1st –  Roar of the Rings weekend tickets and accommodation gift card 

2nd – 2018 World Women’s Curling weekend tickets  

3rd - $75 Goldline Gift Card 

Grand Prize draw for all finalists 18 years of age and over will be two (2) tickets 

on Bearskin Airlines.  All the names will be entered into the random draw for this 

grand prize. 

 

 

www.curlnoca.ca 

 

http://www.curlnoca.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/curlnoca
http://twitter.com/#!/curlnoca
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Please use a separate form for each age category 

 

Curling Week 2017 Closest to the Pin Entries 

Curling Club:   
 under 12 years              12 – 17 years         18 years and over 

Name Distance from Pin (cm) 
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Club FINALIST DRAW RESULTS:  under 12 years of age 
          12 – 17 years of age 

          18 years of age and over 

Please use separate forms for each age category. 

Curling Week 2017 Draw to the Button Finalist 
- this is the final result from the person who drew closest to the 

pin during Curling Week in the age category indicated above 

Curling Club:   

Finalist Name: 

Date of Birth: Age: 

Address: 

 

Email:   

Phone:   

Distance from the pin (cm): 

Signature of Finalist: 

Signature of Club President or Delegate: 

 

This form must be emailed or faxed to the  
NOCA Executive Director by  

midnight Sunday November 26th   
 

leslie.kerr@curlnoca.ca        1-888-622-8884 

 

 

leslie.kerr@curlnoca.ca


Basic Rules Every Curler Should Know: 

❖ Before the game begins, a coin is tossed by the 

third (vice) on each team to decide which team will 

deliver the last stone in the first end. 

❖ Leads and seconds should position themselves 

between the hog line and well to the side of the 

playing surface when their team is not delivering. 

Only skips and vices are allowed to stand in the 

house area. 

❖ After brushing, curlers should walk along the sides 

of the sheet to return to the delivering end. 

❖ All curlers should remain outside the house area 

until the thirds have agreed on the score. 

❖ The scoring team’s third is responsible for posting 

the score. 

❖ Teams may not remove an opposition stone if it is 

in the Free Guard Zone until the fifth stone of the 

end is played. 

❖ The team who scores in one end delivers the first 

stone of the next end. 

❖ If a stone is touched by a brusher while it is moving 

that brusher must alert everyone of the infraction. 

❖ In delivery, the stone must be released before it 

reaches the near hog line. 

❖ A stone is out of play if it touches the sideline or 

completely crosses the back line. 

 

 

 

 

Bring-a-Friend 
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http://www.curlnoca.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/curlnoca
http://twitter.com/#!/curlnoca


Your friend is an avid curler and wants to share the fun 

with you. Curling is enjoyed by over a million Canadians 

and is the perfect sport for our long winters! 

Curling provides a great opportunity to participate in a 

physically and mentally challenging activity while enjoying 

the traditional socializing before, during and after the 

game! 

Two teams alternate delivering 20kg stones down the ice 

to the house (the target shape at each end of the ice). The 

objective is for one team to place one or more stones 

closer to the button or pin (centre of the house) than the 

opponent. Once all 16 stones (8 per team) have been 

delivered the score is determined for that “end”.  A full-

length game is 10 ends long, but recreational league play is 

generally 6 or 8 ends in length.  

At the beginning of the game, the team delivering the last 

stone is determined by a coin toss.  Last stone is also 

known as having the hammer, considered the advantage.  

The team that scores in an end throws the first stone in 

the next end.  

There are four members on a curling team and each 

delivers two stones alternating with the opposing team. 

Positions and order of delivery are:  1) lead; 2) second; 3) 

third or vice; and 4) skip.  The skip is responsible for 

strategy and calls the shots for all the players on the team. 

She/he stands in the house at the end opposite to the 

delivering end and directs the play.  When it is the skip’s 

turn to deliver, the third (vice) takes over the skipping 

duties.  The lead and second are responsible for sweeping 

stones delivered by their teammates and they can either 

sweep on opposite sides or the same side of the stone. The 

third takes over one of the sweeping positions when the 

lead or second is delivering a stone. 

Sweeping (or brushing) is an important skill that is used to 

clean the ice of frost, dirt and debris.  Sweeping reduces 

the friction between the stone and the ice surface, which 

allows the stone to continue its forward momentum for 

longer and to curl less. 

The Free Guard Zone rule – means that any opposition 

stone coming to rest in the area between the hog line and 

the tee line, excluding the house in play, may be moved 

but not be removed from play, until the fifth stone of the 

end. 

To be considered in play a stone must cross the hog line at 

the playing end of the ice and be released by the deliverer 

before it reaches the near hog line.  A stone is out of play if 

it touches the sideline or completely crosses the back line. 

To start, don’t worry too much about the rules, just try it 

and have fun!  Welcome to sport of curling! 
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